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To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  &  Councillors, 

Shaftesbury  Borough  Council. 

Madam  &  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 


1954 


The  report  is  prepared  and  will  be  circulated  in  accordance 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London) 
Regulations  1935  &  1951. 

Appendix  A  to  the  report  contains  extracts  from  the 
findings  of  the  1951  Census  which  may  be  of  interest. 

The  report  shows  that  the  health  of  the  Borough  has  remained 
satisfactory  and  that  there  has  been  no  undue  incidence  of 
serious  infectious  disease  during  the  year, 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Teasdale,  your  Sanitary  inspector,  for 
his . co-operation  and  help  during  the  year,  and  for  his 
assistance  in  preparing  this  report,  and  to  my  clerk,  Miss.P. 
Goddard,  for  her  efficient  services. 

I  would  also  like  to  thank  you.  Madam  &  Gentlemen,  for 
your  courtesy  and  consideration  throughout  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 


Your  obedient  Servant 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SHAFTESBURY  BOROUGH  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR 

1  9  5  4. 


A.  Area  -  1,078  acres. 

Rateable  value  -  £21,525. 

production  of  a  penny  rate  -  £87. 7s. Id. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Population  (Registrar  General's  Estimate)  -  5,470. 


LIVE  BIRTHS. 

Male.  Female. 


Total  28 
Legitimate  28 
Illegitimate 


29  )Rate  per  1,000 
28  president  pop: 

1  )=  16.4 


Comparative  figures 
( a) Shaftesbury  Borough  (b)  England  & 

Wales. 


17. 


Illegtimacy  Rate  per 
1,000  live  births 


=  17.6 


17.6 


15.2 

46.0 


STILLBIRTHS. 

Total  -  -  pate  per  1,000 

live  &  stillbirths 

=  Nil  Nil  24.0 


DEATHS. 

Total  20  16  Rate  per  1,000 

resident  pop; 

=  10.4  7.4  11.5 


Deaths  in 
infants  under 
one  year 

infantile  death 
rate  per  1,000 

1  1  live  births 

=  55.0 

55.0 

1954. 

1955 

Deaths 

from  Maternal  Causes 

Nil 

Nil 

I! 

tt 

Tuberculosis 

Nil 

Nil 

It 

Cancer  of  the  Lungs 

2 

Nil 

If 

tf 

Coronary  Disease  (Angina) 

4 

8 

tt  . 

tt 

Influenza 

Nil 

Nil 

If 

it 

pne umonia 

5 

1 

It 

tt 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

Nil 

Nil 

It 

tt 

All  other  accidents 

Nil 

Nil 

tt 

n 

Suicide 

Nil 

Nil 

25.5 
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B. Personal  Health  Services  in  the  district. 


The  personal  health  services  continued  to  be  provided  by 
the  County  Council  and  have  proved  satisfactory  and  no  further 
comment  is  considered  necessary  in  connection  with  them. 

Special  mention  must  be  made,  however,  of  the  Domestic 
Home  Help  Service  which  is  doing  such  excellent  work,  particularly 
amongst  the  aged.  Undoubtedly,  this  Service  is  assisting  to 
maintain  many  old  people  in  their  own  homes  and  thereby  not  only 
proving  its  worth  economically,  but  it  also  adds  materially  to 
the  happiness  of  the  old  people.  The  Council  is  fortunate  in 
having  an  energetic  Voluntary  Organiser  working  in  the  district 
with  a  team  of  excellent  home  helps. 

The  ambulance  services  are  provided  by  the  County  Council 
using  the  St.  John’s  Ambulance  Brigade  as  their  agent.  An 
efficient  service  has  been  maintained  during  the  year. 

The  hospital  services  are  provided  by  the  Salisbury  and 
West  Dorset  Hospital  Management  Committee. 

C. Environmental  Health  Services. 


1.  SANITARY  STAFF. 

Borough  Surveyor,  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Water  Engineer  - 

William  Norman  Teasdale,  M.R.S.I. ,M« S*I.A. ,  (Part  time  on 
sanitary  duties). 

Certificate  of  R.S.I.  &  S.I.E.J.B. 

Certificate  of  R.S.I.  as  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other  Poods. 

Clerical  Staff  -  one  whole-time  Shorthand  Typi st/clerk. 

When  it  became  obvious  that  the  Sanitary  Inspector  would 
have  to  have  assistance  if  the  Government ' s  policy  with  regard 
to  slum  clearance  was  to  be  implemented  locally,  attempts  were 
made  to  obtain  suitable  qualified  assistance  for  him.  Unfortun¬ 
ately,  the  attempts  proved  unsuccessful  until  early  in  1955 
when  a  suitable  assistant  was  provided  to  relieve  Mr, Teasdale 
of  some  of  this  work  as  Surveyor  and  Engineer,  enabling  him  to 
have  more  time  available  to  devote  to  his  sanitary  duties. 

3.  WATER  SUPPLY. 

(a)  Quantity,  The  well  levels  at  Barton  Hill,  which  showed 
signs  of  dropping  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  continued  to  fall 
steadily  throughout  the  year,  and  it  was  not  until  December  that 
there  were  any  signs  of  this  fall  being  arrested.  Consequently, 
as  the  yield  fell  below  consumption,  increasing  use  had  to  be 
made  of  the  auxiliary  supply  from  the  Salisbury  Road  reservoir 
of  the  Shaftesbury  Rural  District  Council. 

Following  the  fracture  of  the  gravity  main 
in  the  High  Street  at  the  end  of  1953,  a  further  major  leakage 
in  the  booster  mains  occurred  in  the  High  Street  during  May 
which,  together  with  the  water  requirements  at  the  Swimming 
Bath  during  the  summer,  adversely  affected  the  already  depleted 
supply  and  entailed  a  detailed  inspection  of  subsidiary  mains 
and  sewers,  A  request  was  sent  out  to  all  occupiers  of 
properties  where  automatic  cisterns  were  installed  for  these 
cisterns  to  be  cut  off  when  not  in  use  and  the  flow  to  be 
reduced  during  working  hours, 

A  total  yield  for  the  year  from  Barton 
Hill  was  41,044,000  gallons,  a  reduction  of  3,942,000  gallons, 
and  a  further  2,775,000  gallons  was  pumped  from  Salisbury 
Road  supply.  On  balance,  this  shows  a  drop  in  consumption 
of  1,345,000  gallons  or  an  average  of  3,700  gallons  per  day, 
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a  reduction  which  is  probably  reflected  in  the  wet  summer  and 
the  drop  in  agricultural  demand  over  the  years, 

(b)  Quality,  Of  fifteen  bacteriological  samples  taken 
during  the  year,  five  were  from  the  Barton  Hill  wells,  seven 
from  various  mains  supplies  and  three  from  the  open  air  swimming 
bath.  All  proved  satisfactory.  One  chemical  sample  taken  from 
the  Barton  Hill  waterworks  showed  the  water  as  being  of  high 
organic  purity  with  no  sign  of  pollution,  of  alkaline  reaction 
and  a  total  hardness  of  252  parts  per  million,  137  parts  of 
which  are  temporary  and  can  be  removed  by  boiling, 

( c)  Hew  Connections  were  made  as  under: - 

(  i)  For  domestic  use _ 20 

( ii)  For  agricultural  purposes  T 

(  iii)  For  other  purposes _  Nil 

Projected  road  improvements  in  Bell  street  made  it  necessary 
for  31  service  connections  to  be  completely  renewed.  During  the 
process  of  this  work,  an  old  4”  cast  iron  main  was  found  to  be 
so  badly  corroded  that  it  had  to  be  cut  out  and  all  these  services 
transferred  to  the  6:t  high  pressure  feeder  main.  At  the  same  time, 
all  the  fire  hydrants  on  this  length  of  main  were  found  to  be 
obsolescent  and  had  to  be  renewed. 

The  enlargement  of  350  feet  of  2”  main  in  Coppice  Street  was 
carried  out  and  a  new  3"  main  installed  with  new  service 
connections  and  fire  hydrants. 

During  the  year,  it  was  found  that  the  new  site  for  the  Old 
people’s  Dwellings  in  Barton  Hill  was  likely  to  be  seriously 
affected  by  the  shallow  depth  of  the  rising  main  and  delivery 
mains  between  the  Barton  Hill  waterworks  and  the  Ivy  Cross 
Reservoir,  Several  precautions  had  to  be  taken  to  reinforce  the 
foundations  of  these  houses  where  they  passed  over  the  mains. 

This  was  a  temporary  measure,  pending  the  delivery  of  new  pipes 
and  fittings,  when  the  three  mains  will  be  diverted  around  the  new 
dwellings,  and  the  redundant  sections  sealed  off. 

Projects  are  now  pending  for  a  new  35’  water  main  to  be  laid 
down  Gold  Hill  and  along  both  Layton  Lane  and  St,  James  Street  to 
replace  the  existing  small  and  defective  mains  with  a  view  to 
improving  the  supply  in  Layton  Lane  and  allow  for  further  housing 
development  plans. 

The  Stubhampton  water  scheme  has  now  advanced  sufficiently 
for  the  Council  to  proceed  with  the  laying  of  the  6”  delivery  main 
in  Christys  Lane  and  improve  supplies  in  the  Coppice  Street  area. 

The  imminent  widening  of  Christys  Lane  makes  it  imperative  for  this 
work  to  be  started  before  the  road  works  are  completed. 

The  proposed  development  in  the  v/incombe  Lane  area  and  at 
the  new  cattle  market  will  call  for  the  laying  of  new  distribution 
mains  in  this  area,  but  these  plans  have  not  yet  been  given  detailed 
consideration, 

(d)  Domestic  Supply,  1,039  houses  (having  an  approximate 
population  of  3,280)  are  served  with  a  public  piped  water  supply 
in  the  houses,  42  houses  (having  an  approximate  population  of  120) 
are  served  by  outside  standpipes  from  the  public  supply, 

5.  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE . 

The  broad  irrigation  disposal  systems  at  Holyrood  Farm  and 
Enmore  Green  continued  to  function  without  great  difficulty  and 
have  not  given  rise  to  complaints.  Repairs  to  sewers  approaching 
Holyrood  Farm  were  once  more  necessary,  chiefly  due  to  flood 
pressures  on  the  farm  itself  and  sewer  blockages  near  Layton  Lane 
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due  to  bricks  accumulating  from  the  Shooters  Lane  sewer  collapse 
two  years  ago. 

This  sewer  has  been  suspect  for  some  time,  although  the  plans 
for  renewal  were  unable  to  be  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Leakages  in  telephone  chambers  at  Angel  Lane  and  the  proposed 
development  in  the  Wincombe  area  have  been  considered  in  detail 
by  the  public  Health  Committee,  As  a  result,  the  Council  have 
decided  to  proceed  with  the  preparation  of  a  scheme  to  replace 
the  defective  brick  sewers  in  Shooters  Lane,  Angel  Lane  and  Barton 
Hill,  with  an  extension  in  Barton  Hill  to  Christys  Lane  and 
beyond  to  the  new  Health  centre  and  School  site,  together  with  a 
branch  to  the  bottom  of  Wincombe  Lane  for  future  development. 

When  these  schemes  are  completed,  the  town  sewers  will  be  of 
modern  construction  save  for  those  brick  sewers  serving  both 
sides  of  High  Street  and  Salisbury  Street, 

4,  PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

(a)  House  Refuse .  The  Council  undertakes  a  weekly  kerbside 
refuse  collection  on  two  days  each  week.  Many  of  the  refuse 
containers  put  on  the  kerbside  ape  still  totally  inadequate  and 
insanitary,  and  are  most  unsightly,  it  is  sincerely  hoped  that 
the  Council  will,  at  an  early  date,  enforce  the  provision  of 
proper  refuse  containers  in  order  to  terminate  this  unfortunate 
advertisement  of  sanitary  deficiency. 

Adequately  controlled  tipping  of  refuse 
at  Salisbury  Road  has  continued  during  the  year. 

( b)  Salvage.  The  waste  paper  collection  is  still  carried  out 
by  a  private  firm.  A  limited  amount  of  extraction  of  waste  metals 
at  the  refuse  tip  has  been  carried  out. 

5,  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS  POLLUTION. 

Ho  material  improvement  can  be  expected  until  a  comprehensive 
new  sewage  disposal  scheme  for  the  Borough  has  been  effected, 

6,  SHOPS  ACT. 


The  Borough  Council  is  the  responsible  Authority  for  the 
administrat ion  of  the  Shops  Act  1950  within  the  Borough. 

There  are  62  premises  within  the  Borough  which  come  within 
the  administration  of  the  Shops  Act,  51  of  which  have  been  visited 
during  the  year.  This  was  an  improvement  over  recent  years. 
Special  attention  was  given  to  those  which  are  also  affected  by 
Section  13  of  the  Pood  &  Drugs  Act.  With  particular  reference  to 
the  Shops  Act,  action  ?;as  necessary  as  to  Sunday  openings  and 
half  day  closing  in  two  cases.  The  informal  action  taken  was 
sufficient  to  rectify  the  contravention  of  the  Act.  in  a  large 
number  of  cases,  the  shops  are  run  entirely  by  the  family  of  the 
occupier  where  sanitary  accommodation  is  provided  on  the  domestic 
premises  attached. 


No. 

of 

inspections  carried  out 

55 

No, 

of 

defects  found 

No, 

of 

notices  served 

No. 

of 

notices  complied  with 

4  - 


7.  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 


No*  of  premises  Inspections  V/ritten 
on  register.  Notices. 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections  - - 

1,  2,  3,  4  &  6  are  to  be 

enforced  by  Local  Authority  2  4 


(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is  to  be 

enforced  by  Local  Authority  17  29  2 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises  4  8  _ 


Total  23  41  2 


No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  - 
Found.  Remedied.  Referred  by 

hTm« Inspector. 

■^ant  of  cleanliness  11 

Sanitary  Conveniences  - 

Not  separate  for  sexes  1  - 


Total  2  1 


No,  of  outworkers  =  56. 

Changes  in  the  occupiers  of  certain  premises  and  the 
redundancy  of  others  have  made  it  necessary  for  contact  to  be 
made  with  the  Inspector  of  Factories  in  order  to  have  closer 
liaison  on  the  registration  of  these  premises  and  it  is  hoped 
that  the  Council’s  register  will  shortly  be  brought  into  line 
with  that  of  the  Inspector’s. 

8.  SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

No  action  was  called  for  or  taken  during  the  year. 

9.  SV/IILMING  BATHS. 

Further  improvements  carried  out  upon  the  cleansing 
arrangements  of  the  Barton  Hill  swimming  bath  have  greatly 
assisted  in  the  efficiency  of  the  improvised  filter  arrangements. 
Together  with  the  new  pump  and  chlorinator,  this  has  resulted 
in  the  necessity  for  only  one  cleansing  and  emptying  of  the  bath 
during  the  season.  The  quality  of  the  water  has  been  maintained 
throughout  and  frequent  samples  were  submitted  to  the  county 
analyst  for  checking  purposes,  A  new  dressing  room  with  footbath 
was  provided  for  the  boys,  and  similar  improvements  could  be 
provided  with  advantage  for  girls,  ladies  and  men.  The  sanitary 
accommodation  is  far  from  satisfactory. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  Council  have  these 
matters  under  considerat ion  and  intend  to  make  the  necessary 
improvements  as  financial  circumstances  allow* 

Owing  to  the  inclement  summer  season,  the  number  using  the 
baths  shows  some  reduction,  although  the  schools  continued  to  make 
full  use  of  the  baths  during  the  school  hours,  under  the  supervision 
of  their  teachers. 
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10.  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS  AND  CAMPING  SITES 


The  temporary  licensing  of  one  caravan  on  a  new  house  site 
during  building  operations  in  Wincombe  Lane  was  discontinued  upon 
the  completion  of  the  house  and  the  removal  of  the  caravan. 

Informal  action  was  taken  again  to  prevent  the  continued  use 
of  the  Showfield  at  Christys  Lane  by  caravans  and  a  written 
undertaking  was  given  by  the  owners  that  this  use  would  cease 
apart  from  the  permitted  siting  of  fairs,  shows  etc.  This 
undertaking  has  been  honoured  and  no  further  nuisances  have  arisen. 

Informal  action  was  also  instituted  at  the  end  of  the  year 
against  the  siting  of  a  caravan  at  Breach  Common. 

11.  VERMINOUS  PREMISES, 

One  premise  had  to  be  disinfected  against  flea  infestation. 

IS.  PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS. 

The  duties  of  the  Council  under  the  prevention  of  Damage  by 
Pests  Act  1949  are  carried  out  in  the  district  by  the  North  Dorset 
Joint  Rodent  Committee  whose  activities  cover  the  five  districts 
in  North  Dorset  and  the  Beaminster  Rural  District.  The  work  of 
this  Committee  in  the  Borough  has  kept  abreast  of  the  complaints 
received  of  rat  infestation,  and  these  complaints  have  shown  a 
tendency  to  decrease*  The  utmost  co-operation  has  been  given  by 
these  Officers  and  officials  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  in  the  rodent  control  of  the  sewers  and  refuse  tip. 
Special  attention  has  been  given  to  the  outfall  areas  in  St. James 
and  Enmore  Green,  Test  baiting  shows  that  the  new  sewers  in  the 
north  east  part  of  the  town  remain  free  of  rats,  thus  limiting 
the  control  to  the  areas  mentioned. 

15.  RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT  1951. 

No  premises  in  the  Borough  are  registered  or  licensed  under 
this  Act, 

14.  PET  ANIMALS  ACT  1951. 

No  premises  in  the  Borough  are  registered  or  licensed  under 
this  Act. 

15.  SCHOOLS  (INCLUDING  SCHOOL  CANTEENS). 

In  conjunction  with  the  County  sanitary  Officer  inspection 
of  schools  and  school  canteens  in  the  Borough  have  been  carried 
out. 


The  canteen  in  use  at  the  junior  School  was  found  to  be 
unsatisfactory  in  several  respects.  It  is  understood  that  steps 
are  being  taken  to  improve  conditions  there  and  to  attain  a 
standard  of  hygiene  more  approximating  to  that  existing  in  canteens 
where  the  buildings  are  of  a  more  suitable  type  than  the  Parish 
Hall,  Abbey  Walk. 

16,  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS  1948  &  1951  -  Section  47. 

No  action  was  called  for  under  these  Acts  during  the  year. 
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17.  Housing. 


Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year  - 


No.  of  houses  inspected  during  the  year  315 

No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose _ 435 


No.  of  informal  notices  served  93 

No.  of  informal  notices  complied  with  g4 

No.  of  statutory  notices  served  NTT 

No.  of  statutory  notices  complied  with  ffTT 

No.  of  houses  reported  under  Section  IT  of  the 

Housing  Act  1936 _ _ _ Nil 

Action  taken  by  the  Local  Authority  in  respect 
of  such  houses  - 

(a)  Demolition  Orders  made  Nil 

(b)  Undertakings  accepted  for  - 

(i)  Closure  _ Nil 

(ii)  Reconditioning  '  Nil 


The  increased  number  of  visits  of  inspection  during  the  year 
was  not  as  the  result  of  detailed  inspections  but  rather  from  the 
increased  number  of  Council  houses  under  review  and  complaints  bjr 
members  of  the  public  upon  various  aspects  of  public  health 
affecting  their  own  or  adjoining  property,  of  315  houses  visited, 
181  were  Council  houses  and  134  privately  owned. 

Overcrowding. 

No.  of  cases  of  ’statutory*  overcrowding  found 
and  reported  to  Local  Authority  3 

No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  abated  NTT 

No.  of  cases  in  which  dwelling  house sTiiave 
again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the 

abatement  of  overcrowding _ Nil 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings. 

No.  of  houses  known  to  be  ’let  in  lodgings _ Nil 

To tal  N o .  of  houses  in  the  district _ 1,081 


Requisitioned  Premises* 

Pour  houses  were  held  under  requisition  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Provision  of  new  houses  and  re-housing. 

No.  of  houses  provided  by  the  local  authority  - 


During  1954 

Post-war 

Pre-war 


Temporary  Traditional  Other. 
prefahT"  Type. 


30  86  12 
76 


Total  No.  of  families  re-housed  during  1954 _ 10 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  136  applicants  for  Council 
houses,  of  which  98  were  resident  within  the  district.  The 
corresponding  figures  for  the  preceding  year  were  109  and  63 
respectively. 


Improvement  Grants  (Housing  Act  1949  and  Housing  Repairs  and 

Rents  A~ct~~l954yi 


No.  of  applications  received  during  the  year _ 7 

No.  granted _ 5 

No.  refused _ 2 

N o  •  pending  ~  ~  ~NiI 
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Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act  1954, 


No,  of  applications  received  for  certificates  of  disrepair  Nil 
No,  of  certificates  issued _ Nil 

The  operation  of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act  1954  (as 
yet  in  its  infancy)  does  not  appear  to  be  making  much  impression 
upon  the  housing  problem  apart  from  the  reception  .  by  the  Council 
of  a  few  applications  for  improvement  of  a  small  number  of  houses 
and  these,  principally,  from  owner  occupiers.  Landlords  do  not 
appear  to  have  taken  formal  action  to  increase  the  rent  of  their 
properties,  as  no  applications  have  been  received  during  the  year 
from  tenants  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair,  On  the  other  hand, 
from  the  limited  amount  of  case  law  arising  since  the  passing  of 
the  Act,  one  is  reluctant  to  take  action  within  Section  9  of  the 
Housing  Act  1936  to  effect  the  repair  of  those  houses  which  have 
not  yet  reached  the  level  of  slum  property. 

Slum  Clearance, 

No  action  could  be  taken  before  the  end  of  the  year  to 
implement  the  directions  given  in  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  Circular  30/54,  Subject  to  the  results  of  a  Survey 
it  is  hoped  to  complete  early  in  1955,  it  was  estimated  that 
approximately  120  houses  in  your  Borough  are  fit  only  for 
demolition  or  clearance.  The  final  results  of  the  Survey  will  be 
of  interest,  but  its  value  will  be  entirely  nullified  unless  it 
can  be  followed  up  by  realistic  slum  clearance  which  is  only 
possible  if  the  Council  is  allowed  to  provide  the  necessary  houses 
to  re-house  those  displaced  by  the  clearance  of  unfit  property. 
There  is  no  indication  that  private  enterprise,  locally,  will 
provide  the  necessary  houses  to  let  and  the  occupiers  certainly 
are  not  of  a  category  able  or  likely  to  provide  accommodation  for 
themselves  many  of  whom  will,  no  doubt,  prove  to  be  aged  people. 

The  Council  are  aware  of  the  need  for  more  houses  (both  for 
existing  tenants  and  those  displaced  from  Clearance  Areas)  and 
are  prepared  to  provide  them.  Unless  they  are  permitted  to  do 
so,  very  unsatisfactory  housing  conditions  will  continue  to 
exist  in  the  Borough  for  many  years  to  come. 

18,  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES, 

1,  Milk. 

There  are  no  retail  dairies  in  the  town,  although  plans  have 
been  submitted  for  the  erection  of  a  milk  store.  The  milk  supply 
to  the  town  is  now  in  the  hands  of  an  outside  distributor  and  a 
farmer  retailer  holding  a  T.T.  licence.  All  milk  is,  therefore, 
bottled  before  reaching  the  consumer  and  is  designated  as  either 
Tuberculin  Tested  or  pasteurised.  No  particular  problems  have 
arisen  during  the  year  on  this  score. 

Food  &  Drugs  (Milk  &  Dairies)  Act  1944 . 

No.  of  ’dealers’  subject  to  registration  by  the 

District  Council  under  regulation  14  of  the  Milk 

(Special  Designations) (Raw  Milk)  Regulations  1949 _ 1 

No,  of  ’dealers'  subject  to  licensing  under  regulation 
14  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) (pasteurised  and 
Sterilized  Milk)  Regulations  1949 _ 1 

No.  of  ’dairies'  in  the  district  subject  to 
registration  under  regulation  8  of  the  Milk 

&  Dairies  Regulations  1949 _ _ Nil 

No,  of  'distributors’  subject  to  registration  under 
regulation  8  of  the  Milk  &  Dairies  Regulations  1949 _ 1 
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Samples 


No.  of  samples  of  milk  taken  and  submitted  for  examination 
during  the  year  - 

Tuberculin  Tested  4 

Accredited 

Nil 

pasteurised 

1 

Non-De signaled 

2 

Milk  &  Dairies  Regulations  1949  -  Regulation 

CO 

!o 

• 

No  action  was  called  for  or  taken  during 

the  year. 

2.  other  Pood  Premises. 

No.  of  premises  in  the  district  subject  to 
of  the  Pood  &  Drugs  Act  1938 

Section  13 

53 

No.  being  -  restaurant  kitchens 

“T 

hotel  kitchens 

3 

food  factories 

Total  No.  of  inspections  of  food  premises’ 

4b 

No.  of  inspections  -  restaurant  kitchens 

5 

hotel  kitchens 

3 

food  factories 

6 

No,  of  premises  in  the  district  subject  to  r eg i s t r a t i on 

under  Section  14  of  the  Pood  &  Drugs  Act  1S58 _ 22 

No.  of  such  premises  registered  in  respect  of  - 


(a^  ice-cream _ _ _ 16 

(b)  Sausages  &  prepared  "meats  6 

No.  of  such  premises  inspected  during  the  year _ ,  22 

No,  of  samples  of  ice-cream  taken  and  submitted 
for  Methylene  Blue  Test _ Nil 

The  general  standard  of  these  premises  has  been  good,  although 
in  some  particular  cases  there  is  still  room  for  improvement. 

Cafes  and  hotels  have  maintained  a  high  standard,  but  it  is 
doubtful  whether  the  expected  new  regulations  and  codes  of  practice 
will  have  the  desired  effect  on  those  premises  not  yet  brought  up 
to  standard.  Improvements  have  been  effected  on  one  fish  frying 
premises  in  the  town, but  it  will  always  be  difficult  to  completely 
eliminate  the  odour  from  premises  which  have  not  been  originally 
built  or  adapted  for  the  purpose. 

Two  further  public  houses  have  introduced  improved  sanitary 
facilities  for  both  sexes  so  that  the  improvements  of  the  past 
few  years  in  this  connection  have  continued  and  the  general  position 
shows  considerable  change  from  that  prevailing  in  the  immediate 
post-war  period, 

Pood  Inspection. 

Slaughterhouses.  With  the  end  of  meat  rationing,  one 
application  was  received  for  the  issue  of  a  licence  to  re-open 
a  slaughterhouse  in  the  area  and  after  the  Council  had  agreed 
to  certain  works  being  done,  this  abattoir  was  re-opened  in 
October  1954  for  the  occasional  slaughter  of  animals  until  July 
1957.  This  abattoir  at  Littledown  has  operated  satisfactorily 
during  the  winter  months  without  giving  rise  to  nuisances  or 
complaints.  Any  expansion  in  the  use  of  the  buildings  will  call 
for  further  improvements  being  made  to  the  lairage,  rendering 
of  the  cooling  hall,  improvement  of  hot  water  facilities  and  the 
provision  of  sanitary  facilities. 
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Meat  Inspection  (October  to  December) . 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned, 


Pigs. 

Cattle, | 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Number  killed 

- 

2 

545 

1 

Number  inspected 

- 

2 

545 

1 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

3. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

- 

- 

5 

- 

Carcase  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

- 

1 

3 

1 

Percentage  of  the  number  killed 
affected  with  disease  other 
than  Tuberculosis 

•** 

50$ 

1.5$ 

100$ 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcase  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcase  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Percentage  of  the  number  killed 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

- 

50$ 

.19$ 

t 

t 

Butchers  Shops  and  other  Premises,  in  addition  to  the  above 
meat  condemned ,  the  following  meat  has  been  condemned  at  batchers 
shops,  and  shows  a  considerable  redaction  on  last  years  figures. 

Home  killed  Beef  150  lbs. 

New  Zealand  Beef  Livers  10  n 


Total 

o 

to 

•H 

1 

lbs. 

Other 

foodstuffs  also  show  a  reduction  in  the  quantities 

condemned 

so  that  in  spite  of  the  extra 

inspection  at  the 

abattoirs , 

an  overall  reduction  of  almost  50'  is 

shown  in  all 

the  foodstuffs  condemned  - 

Home  Cured  Bacon 

30? 

82i 

27  % 

lbs. 

Tinned  Meat 

It 

Tinned  pish 

It 

Tinned  Fruit 

145J 

II 

Tinned  vegetables 

107 

II 

Tinned  Milk 

16-1 

II 

Total 

-  4094 

lbs. 

Total  weight  of  all  foodstuffs  condemned  -  877  lbs. 
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Basement  Bakehouses* 


There  is  one  basement  bakehouse  in  the  town  which  is  licensed 
for  use  under  the  Factories  Act  1937  in  so  far  as  the  premises 
are  considered  suitable  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  are  used. 

19.  INFECTI OUSDI SEASE . 


No.  of  investigations  carried  out _ Nil 

No.  of  disinf ections  carried  out  Nil 


20.  SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  CARRIED  OUT . 

Total  No.  of  inspections  (under  all  headings) _ 1,782 

Total  No.  of  informal  notices  served  24T 

Total  No.  of  informal  notices  complied  with 

Total  No.  of  statutory  notices  served _  Nil 

Total  No.  of  statutory  notices  complied  with  Nil 

Total  No.  of  prosecutions  Nil 


D.  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE. 

Other  than  Tuberculosis 


Although  no  formal  notifications  were  received  during  the 
year,  there  is  no  doubt  that  cases  of  the  more  usual  notifiable 
diseases  did,  in  fact,  occur,  but  there  was  no  undue  incidence 
of  disease. 

Tuberculosis  - 


New  Cases  Notified.  Deaths. 

Respiratory.  Non-Re spiratory.  Respiratory.  Non -Re spiratory 

Food  Poisoning. 


No  cases  of  suspected  food  poisoning  were  notified  during 
the  year. 


NOEL  F.  PEARSON. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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